XX High Students Raise Money for School in Indonesia
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May 5, 2009—Can you actually do anything with one dollar?  XX High School students are betting they can help change the world.  Yes, with a dollar.  

Members of the X club are hosting a fundraiser next week called One Dollar For Life, or ODFL.  The fundraiser asks every student in the school to give just one dollar.  With the money raised, they are helping rebuild a damaged school in the remote Indonesian village of Ban on the island of Bali.  

Pinewood High School in Los Altos, Mission San Jose and Evergreen in San Jose, and Stuyvesant High School in New York City are all conducting similar fundraisers.  Their goal is to raise $9,000 which will pay for the full reconstruction of the Indonesian school. 

The idea for the fundraiser at XX was first proposed by senior Student Name.  Student name heard about ODFL from a student acquaintance at Pinewood.  

“It just seemed like such a great idea,” said Student Name.  “Anybody can afford a dollar and if we all work together, we can do something really good for the world.”  

Student Name, a finalist in a recent national karaoke contest, asked for support from Teacher Name, her Japanese language teacher at XXHS.  Teacher Name checked out ODFL and learned it was founded three years ago by a teacher at nearby Los Altos High School.  

ODFL asks high school students around the country to give just one dollar through a fundraiser at their school.  They then use the money to build schools and other projects in the developing world.  

Since its founding, ODFL has built multiple schools in Kenya and in Nepal.  It is currently building new schools in Indonesia and Nicaragua.  It has also bought cows for an orphanage in Africa, sent calculators and shoes to students in Malawi, and sent 450 used bicycles to high school students in Kenya.  

According to Teacher Name, such an approach is a good way to get students engaged in their world.  “Students want to get connected to their world,” she said.  “But sometimes it’s hard to know where to go.” 

“ODFL allows any student to make a connection to their world and become a bigger person with just a dollar,” she said.  

XX has (insert number here) students so the club’s goal is to raise $_____.  Teacher Name acknowledges that not every student will give but she hopes that will be offset by others giving more. 

“It’s not even one coke or one cookie in an entire year,” she said.  “This is a good school.  We can do this.”  

To learn more about ODFL or the project in Indonesia, visit their website at http://odfl.org.
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